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Responsible Angling - Invasive Nuisance Species            by Clint Packo 
For those of you that have had the pleasure and good fortune to angle internationally, you probably have noticed that 

the customs agencies of many other countries take invasive species transport and introduction very seriously.  As an 

angler entering into the brown trout mecca of New Zealand, you will find your equipment to be sorted through and 

thoroughly disinfected before you are allowed to leave the airport and begin your journey.  This process is highly im-

portant to the angling community to prevent the transport of invasive species such as the New Zealand Mud Snail, the 

Zebra Mussel, Didymo, Whirling Disease, and others.  These hitchhiking parasites and organisms are being trans-

ported and transplanted into the waters that each of us love and enjoy.  It is very unfortunate that our waters face these 

dangers but there are a few things that each of us can do to help prevent the spread of Invasives.  As responsible an-

glers it is our duty as stewards of the rivers and lakes to prevent the transport and spread of invasive species.  Follow 

these simple steps to prevent your favorite river or lake from being affected by Invasives.  After each day of angling, 

remove your waders and boots and soak them in a Formula 409 and water solution (1:5).  After fifteen minutes of 

soaking, remove your equipment and let it dry until your next angling adventure.  For those of us that guide or angle 

on different drainages day to day, this process is very effective.  Using the same 409/water cocktail, briefly soak your 

and your clients equipment after each angling day in a container that is easy to transport in your vehicle and can be 

covered while it is not in use. 

 

Several customs agencies ( New Zealand, Iceland, Canada, etc) and foreign governments have taken dramatic steps to 

assist us in preventing the spread of Invasives further.  It is not uncommon for anglers to fish in 3-5 different countries 

in a given year, not to mention each river or lake that they may fish near their home.  Unfortunately several new Inva-

sives have been transported into the US in recent years and many have been taken abroad, but with a little diligence 

we can prevent the spread of new Invasives and stop the further spread of existing ones.            (Pictures on next page) 
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Five Rivers Lodge 
Dillon, Montana — 800.378.5006 

Join Jay Burgin and Mary Jacques at their amazing 

Lodge in Dillon, MT for access to many of the famous 

rivers of their area.  Anglers can enjoy fine dining, ex-

citing non-angling activities, and fly angling that will 

exceed any anglers’ expectations.  Access the Bighole, 

Beaverhead, Madison, Ruby, and the Jefferson as well 

as private access angling.  Freestone Aquatics recom-

mends Fiver Rivers Lodge to anglers that are looking 

for new water and experiences within the US as well 

as anglers that have fished all over the world.  Truly 

World Class!  

Five Rivers Lodge 

Book Your Trip for 2009 Now! 

Responsible Angling continued from page 1 

To the left are pictures of the Zebra Mussel and the New Zealand Mudsnail to as-

sist you in identifying and preventing their spread.  

It is important to all of us in the angling community that we are aware of the 

threats that face our resources and take the necessary steps to prevent the spread 

and eventually eradicate those non-native Invasives that continue to threaten our 

fisheries.   

Fortunately for us, there are many equipment manufactures that have noticed the 

environmental need as well as the retail demand for equipment that assists us in 

this matter.  Freestone Aquatics urges those of you in the angling community to 

help spread the word about Invasives and to purchase and use wading boots made 

with special fabrics and rubber soles that don't allow for unwanted hitchhikers.  

Invasive Nuisance Species have become yet another threat to our fisheries and 

resources that are becoming more valuable and endangered by the day.  Think of the cleaning and disinfecting process 

as part of your angling day and it will be of little inconvenience that will surely help protect our waters. 

Fiver Rivers lodge 

Lodging—Angling—Fine Dining 

 

Dillon, Montana 

 

Bighole, Beaverhead, Ruby, 

Madison, Jefferson Rivers as 

well as Private Water Access 

 

Come Experience What Mon-

tana Angling and hospitality 

has to offer! 

Rawhide Fly Fishers on The North Fork 

Rawhide Fly Fishers - Bailey, Colorado 
www.freestoneaquatics.com 

 

Beginning in late 2006, Freestone Aquatics was contracted by the landowner to assist in the evaluation and manage-

ment of the property and the fishery consisting of nearly two miles of river and 350 acres.  Throughout the remainder 

of 2006 and all of 2007, many property, riparian, and river corridor studies were conducted producing results that 

could then be used in the daily and annual monitoring and management of the property and fishery.  Throughout 2008 

an inclusive property survey was conducted as well as a comprehensive river profile and cross sectional survey.  

These results were used to design habitat for trout feeding, high water protection, overwintering habitat, low flow 

channel/habitat, and spawning areas.  

 

Using our findings from the comprehensive riparian studies and river corridor surveying, Freestone Aquatics submit-

ted a baseline study report and habitat construction/monitoring plans to the US Army Corps of Engineers and the 

Colorado Division of Wildlife seeking the approval of the proper permits to begin construction within the river during 

the summer of 2009.  The DOW required that the construction occur between June 1 and October 1, 2009 and that all 

equipment be disinfected and approved before entering the river.  This project is of great value to us and will surely 

benefit the local environment and angling. 

Fiver Rivers Lodge  -  www.fiveriverslodge.com  -  info@fiverriverslodge.com   
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Hardy-Greys 

The Worlds Finest  

www.hardyna.com 

Anglers All 

Fly Shop and Guide Service 

www.anglersall.com 

Breckenridge Outfitters 

They’ll Hook You Up 

www.breckenridgeoutfitters.com 

The Drake Magazine 

For Those Who Fish 

www.drakemag.com 

Yellow Dog Fly Fishing Adventures 

The Premier Adventure Travel Company 
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com 

Kumar and Associates (K+A) 

Geotechnical & Materials  

Engineers 

www.kumarusa.com 

Drift Movie 

A Confluence Films Production 

www.confluencefilms.tv 

Friends, Sponsors, and Fishing Buddies 

Simms Fishing Products 

Bozeman, MT 

www.simmsfishing.com 

Freestone Aquatics 

River & Lake Specialists 

www.freestoneaquatics.com 

 

The Trout & Salmon Foundation 

Catch Magazine 

The Official Journal of  

Fly Fishing 

Photography and Film 

www.catchmagazine.net 

Abel Reels 

www.abelreels.com 

Roaring Fork Anglers—Alpine Angling 

Two Great Rivers—Two Great Fly Shops 

www.roaringforkanglers.com 

Zakhem—Atherton 

Business Law and Corporate Attorneys 

www.zakhematherton.com 


